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City of Indianapolis Awarded $500K from the Department of Energy to Help

Indiana Cities Reach Their Climate Goals

Together with a partner team that includes the cities of Bloomington and South Bend, officials
aim to develop the "Indiana Building Innovation Hub" to serve as a statewide network

supporting an energy efficient, market-based building sector
 

INDIANAPOLIS -- This month, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announced the City of
Indianapolis as one of 40 partner teams of states, local governments, and Tribes to receive
funding from $27 million in financial and technical assistance through the Energy Futures
Grants (EFG) program . The competitive $500K planning grant will help convene a robust
network of seven Indiana cities to develop a statewide Building Innovation Hub over 18
months; the collaborative effort will be vital in reducing Hoosier cities' carbon emissions by
deploying the resources and information necessary to support an energy efficient building
sector across the state.

"The foundational work made possible through the DOE's EFG opportunity in the coming
years will be instrumental in shaping the resilience of our Hoosier communities, economies,
and workforces for decades to come," said Morgan Mickelson, Director of the Indianapolis
Office of Sustainability. "We are honored that the DOE selected our EFG application to invest
in this important climate mitigation work."

The multi-jurisdictional partner team included representatives from the City of Bloomington
Department of Economic and Sustainable Development, the City of South Bend Office of
Sustainability, the Indiana Energy Independence Fund , and the Environmental Resilience
Institute at Indiana University.

"We are excited at the potential the EFG will have for South Bend and our entire state," said
Alex Bazán, Director of the South Bend Office of Sustainability. "The Hub will offer an
opportunity to collectively channel our efforts to accelerate positive change for Hoosiers and
the planet." 

To view this email as a web page, go here.

http://view.email.indy.gov/?qs=54d883fea869ebd23eb2b98cc41c79073e5ac60e81fb970339d6d37e89b0fa96a33951c176f10455f9af3bb7b7a7d4c3e0a682471e0b1f9aea46420e0f7fce70e86cc6c0ee868d3a7fa2eb21268192c6
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=e38bf0431dc2da906fe5ae06ed8051098819ace8e2f14b727bea6e75771c4f3eba0b7029d4e237d017e3c60142ec88cbfcd33ee64d75283b
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35f7733fa1f04e1b17aebd3912ef8d817b4a4f6ab24ff941f0d6bff0d6630dfa4dd05500af328fd663827bb1c557183a003
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35f7733fa1f04e1b17aebd3912ef8d817b4a4f6ab24ff941f0d6bff0d6630dfa4dd05500af328fd663827bb1c557183a003
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35f536689e39c36c5e854188294ba6a4ac07dc92b021751d31714752d767ae442c5d036d1e5eea47b76d5a03b9a14e4f6be
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35f536689e39c36c5e854188294ba6a4ac07dc92b021751d31714752d767ae442c5d036d1e5eea47b76d5a03b9a14e4f6be
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35faff9ad6b066c2612c6fe870c813c0d057cea8c8fa5bcc865f2bd0b91a51dbae5395a57b5ee2a104083e19fd0f76a806f
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35faff9ad6b066c2612c6fe870c813c0d057cea8c8fa5bcc865f2bd0b91a51dbae5395a57b5ee2a104083e19fd0f76a806f
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35f92d3310e19f01168bf6af84c122a5916a4354c84cbb80b5fc3a68c6afc82a13a2b58b828a8280a29a11c401756789b0a
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35f3419043c4b3af6b949d57f1bc7edf21d7f70c8731ed210bb02f81c498c16905ecb613a9d45755a8d2552c67ee0e404d7
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35f3419043c4b3af6b949d57f1bc7edf21d7f70c8731ed210bb02f81c498c16905ecb613a9d45755a8d2552c67ee0e404d7
http://click.email.indy.gov/?qs=5e8c51dd5fbda35f10a65044d2568699072d34ce6be0a82fcf6f86f20e04630ea3aea0da30eb02ca23c59a51843f114612a9de1f56613be7


The built environment is responsible for about 39% of global greenhouse gas emissions,
according to the New Buildings Institute, and it's only predicted to grow in the coming
decades as new construction increases to keep up with population growth. The built
environment is responsible for 66% of citywide GHG emissions in Indianapolis, 77% in
Bloomington, and 62% in South Bend, demonstrating needs for efficient buildings and clean
energy that can't wait.

"The IU Environmental Resilience Institute is excited to work with the Indiana Building
Innovation Hub to convene cities and organizations across the State of Indiana, to create a
built environment that is healthy, efficient, comfortable, economical, and resilient," said Bill
Brown, Assistant Director for Strategy and Engagement.

The Indiana Building Innovation Hub builds upon successful existing local models to catalyze
resource-sharing and support the implementation of policy, workforce development, and other
key programs. In 2021, Indianapolis was the first city in the state to adopt an energy
benchmarking ordinance, an evidence- and market-based solution to encouraging efficiency
in large buildings. This is one example of local legislation that could be replicated in smaller
cities across the state via the Indiana Building Innovation Hub.

"The Hub is a necessary and vital first step in ensuring that we are transitioning to a climate
economy statewide," said McKaylyn Lynch, Sustainability Program Coordinator for the
Bloomington Department of Economic and Sustainable Development. "In Bloomington, we
are already seeing the opportunity to invest in our clean energy workforce, and that demand
will only continue to grow."

Additional Indiana cities anticipated to participate in the EFG process include Evansville, Fort
Wayne, Lafayette, and West Lafayette. The team will work together to develop a business
and fundraising plan and will also receive technical support from key DOE partners by joining
together in Technical Assistance Cohorts to further collaboration and increase impact.
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